
Kingsway Regional School District | 213 Kings Highway | Woolwich Twp., NJ 08085 | (856) 467-3300 |  www.krsd.org

Committed to Excellence

A Publication of the Kingsway Regional School District VOL 14: January 2016

The Board of Education has recently 
given the green light to seek voter 
approval, through referendum, for an 

athletic complex improvement plan. The 
referendum is scheduled for March 8, 2016 
and addresses a number of critical issues 
faced by the District.

The improvements include a new eight-
lane track to replace the dilapidated track 
which was condemned by the NJSIAA in fall 
2014. Student athletes who participate in 
track have not been permitted to use their home fi eld in two seasons. The project also 
includes the addition of two turf fi elds, makes various improvements to the stadium, 
dedicates a practice area for marching band, expands stadium seating capacity, and 
constructs a new transportation maintenance center, among other projects.

“As a Group 4 School (Group 5 in Football and Wrestling), our student athletes are 
competing against schools with similar resources. This project not only resolves a 
number of critical issues but literally evens the playing fi eld for them,” said Dr. James J. 
Lavender, Superintendent. Kingsway presently competes against Shawnee, Cherokee, 
Williamstown, and Washington Twp., to name a few.

In addition to communicating this proposal to the community-at-large, the District has 
scheduled several public presentations, the fi rst being Wednesday, January 27th at 6:00 
p.m. in the High School’s Eitel Theater and again on Thursday, January 28th at 7:30 p.m. 
in the High School’s Cafeteria East.

For more information regarding this project please go to the website by clicking HERE.

MESSAGE FROM THE 
SUPERINTENDENT

KINGSWAY GIVES “GREEN LIGHT” FOR 
ATHLETIC COMPLEX REFERENDUM

If you feel rejuvenated by the thought of 
starting the new year with a clean slate, 
you’re not alone. The promise of a new 

year inspires each of us to recalculate our 
goals and reenergizes our desire to be a 
little better than we were before. Each of 
us may have diff erent goals, but we share a 
common language this time of year; to be 
whatever we resolve to be.

Kingsway also subscribes to the promise of 
a new year and begins 2016 with a new set 
of goals, resolving to be what it can be. 

We begin with our new strategic planning 
process, Vision 2019, set to begin this 
month. The fi rst meeting, scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 13th, is titled “Points 
of Pride.” The goal is to discuss what makes 
Kingsway great. This is the beginning of 
several open meetings for anyone in the 
community to participate in discussions 
about the District’s future. To learn more 
about our strategic planning initiative, click 
HERE.

We announce a host of improvements 
planned for our athletic complex. 
Referendum 2016 will make necessary 
improvements to our high school track, 
which has been condemned for the past 
two seasons by the the New Jersey State 
Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA) 
due to hazardous conditions, and expand 
it from six to eight lanes. The project also 
includes the addition of two turf fi elds, a 
track and fi eld house, transportation garage, 
and more. The referendum is set for a public 
vote on March 8, 2016. To learn more about 
the referendum and scheduled public 
presentations, click HERE.

Later this month we will announce our new 
Business Leadership Academy. Previously 
the goal of our former strategic plan, Vision 

continued on Page 2
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Kingsway Regional School District announced last month that 
it plans to engage in a three-year strategic planning initiative 
that will include several open meetings for anyone in the 

community to participate in discussions about the District’s future.

Vision 2019 will include students, parents, faculty and staff , 
business owners, community leaders, alumni, and anyone else 
who is interested in sharing their thoughts and ideas in an eff ort to 
infl uence the District’s direction over the next three years.

Through Vision 2019 Kingsway will focus its eff orts on three 
community meetings. Each meeting will have a theme and will be 
highly interactive. Every idea will be recorded. 

“This will not be the typical meeting as participants will be 
expected to roll up their sleeves and engage in idea sharing,” says 
Dr. Lavender, Superintendent. “I’m not going to tell you what I think, 
that will be the job of those who attend.”

The fi rst meeting, scheduled for Wednesday, January 13th, is titled 
“Points of Pride.” The goal is to discuss what makes Kingsway great. 
Every idea shared will be recorded and the idea is to remind us that 

we are a purpose-driven 
organization with a lot to 
be proud of. This meeting 
will be facilitated by 
EIRC’s Dr. Charles Ivory, 
a local resident from 
Woolwich Twp.

The second meeting, 
scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 
3rd, is titled “Expectations 
for the Future.” In this 
meeting participants 
will be asked to discuss 
what needs to change or 
what initiatives Kingsway 
needs to implement to 
become the best school 
system it can be. 

The last community 
meeting, scheduled for Wednesday, March 9th, is titled “Creating an 
Action Plan.” This meeting will focus on putting the ideas raised in 
previous meetings into an actionable plan. 

Each meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the high school’s west 
cafeteria and last approximately one hour.

You can learn more about Kingsway’s strategic planning initiative 
by visiting http://www.krsd.org/Page/547. 

VISION 2019 SET TO BEGIN JANUARY 13TH

2016, the addition of our second Academy Program creates another 
“school within a school” model and aims to eff ectively develop 
the business and fi nancial skills necessary for success in a related 
professional career. The overarching goal of the Business Leadership 
Academy is to provide students with a comprehensive curriculum 
relevant to the underpinnings of the business world using a 

collaborative student-centered approach to learning. To learn more 
about the Academy, as well as the application process, slated to 
begin on February 1st, click HERE.

On behalf of the Board of Education and our administrative team, 
we wish you a happy and prosperous new year. And, remember the 
immortal words of General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, “You may 
be whatever you resolve to be.” 

Happy New Year!

Dr. James J. Lavender

Superintendent of Schools 

continued from Page 1 - Superintendent’s Message

Vision 2019 will include students, parents, 

faculty and staff , business owners, community 

leaders, alumni, and anyone else who is 

interested in sharing their thoughts and ideas 

in an eff ort to infl uence the District’s direction 

over the next three years.
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CURRICULUM NEWS & NOTES

This September, KRHS will expand its Academy Program 
off erings through the introduction of its Business Leadership 
Academy (BLA). The Business Leadership Academy is a four-

year program for motivated incoming 9th graders that is designed 
to aff ord students the business, fi nancial, and leadership skills 
necessary for success in any professional career.   

The overarching goal of the BLA is to provide students with a 
comprehensive curriculum relevant to the underpinnings of the 
business world using a collaborative, student-centered approach 
to learning. Kingsway’s BLA aims to eff ectively arm its students 
with 21st Century Skills that prepare future leaders to tackle the 
complex problems and projects they will encounter in college 
and as professionals in the workforce. These skills – such as critical 
thinking, fi nancial literacy, fl exibility, teamwork, and collaboration – 
are not only critical to a student’s success in high school but also to 
success in college and career.

The BLA is Kingsway’s second Academy Program to be off ered to 
students. Kingsway’s current S.T.E.M. Academy will graduate its fi rst 
cohort in June. Students within this cohort have already received 
admittance into such institutions as Cornell University, Drexel 
University, University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, University 

of Pittsburgh – Honors College, Colorado 
School of Mines, Seton Hall University, Saint 
Joseph’s University, and many more!

Both Academies within the Kingsway 
Regional School District include in-depth 
study of targeted courses on an advanced 
level, with many courses meeting the 
requirements of Advanced Placement 
or college-level work. Courses fall under 
traditional academic disciplines such as science, math, social 
studies, and language arts. The four-year sequences combine to 
make an integrated and interdisciplinary academic experience 
for students. The Academies address the core skills, knowledge, 
and values that are essential to success in high school and in 
preparation for acceptance to a competitive four-year college or 
university.

For more information about the Business Leadership Academy, 
please visit the BLA website at: http://www.krsd.org/Page/1096. 
Additional information will be presented on January 27th at KRHS’s 
annual Curriculum and Program Night, which begins at 6:00 p.m.

KRHS ANNOUNCES BUSINESS LEADERSHIP ACADEMY FOR 2016!

KRHS’s Curriculum and Program Night is on January 27th! This open house event 
provides both current and prospective students and parents an opportunity to 
take tours of the high school, receive information on curricular programs, and learn 

more about various athletic and co-curricular opportunities aff orded to KRHS students. 
Curriculum and Program Night will run from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Scheduled presentations include:

6:00-6:45 pm: NEW Referendum 2016 in Eitel Theater

The BOE has given the green light for an athletic complex renovation. Come learn more 
about this project and why the high school track was condemned by NJSIAA. Presenters: Dr. 
James J. Lavender, Superintendent and Mr. Jason Schimpf, School Business Administrator.

6:45-7:15 pm: S.M.A.R.T. in Eitel Theater

Learn about the high school’s innovative new S.M.A.R.T. schedule (Students & Staff  
Maximizing Achievement, Relationships, & Time). Presenters: Dr. James J. Lavender, 
Superintendent, Mr. Craig Stephenson, High School Principal, Mr. Jason Hill, Assistant 
Principal and Mr. Jim Zurzolo, Assistant Principal.

7:15-8:00 pm: NEW Business & Leadership Academy for the 2016-17 SY in Eitel Theater

For those interested in learning more about Kingsway’s newest Academy program. 
Presenters: Dr. James J. Lavender, Superintendent, Ms. Patricia Calandro, Chief Academic 
Offi  cer, Mr. Mike Schiff , Supervisor of Pupil Personnel, Mr. Robert Rosenheim, Academy 
Supervisor, Ms. Vivian Cassidy, Academy Counselor.

8:00-8:30 pm: S.T.E.M. Academy in Eitel Theater

For those interested in learning more about Kingsway’s S.T.E.M. Academy this is a must 
see presentation. Presenters:  Dr. James J. Lavender, Superintendent, Ms. Patricia Calandro, 
Chief Academic Offi  cer, Mr. Mike Schiff , Supervisor of Pupil Personnel, Ms. Megan Bruder, 
Academy Supervisor, Ms. Apryl Palazzo, Academy Counselor, Dr. Brenden Rickards, S.T.E.M. 
Dean, Rowan College at Gloucester County (RCGC).

CURRICULUM & PROGRAM NIGHT: JAN 27TH TECH TIP
Give a student a smart phone and they 
can text, tweet, post and snap with the 
best of them. But can you sit that same 
student down in front of a computer 
and watch them produce a graph with 
Excel? Can they use a word processor 
to type a formal letter? A resume? We 
often take the tech literacy of the “cell 
phone generation” for granted. With 
that in mind, over the next several 
weeks and months we will be talking 
about what it means to be tech literate 
and how we can all become better 
at mastering this skill to further their 
education and hone their 21st century 
skills.
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CURRICULUM NEWS & NOTES

Treat everyone you meet as though they are the most 
important person you’ll meet today.” These wise words, 
spoken by motivational speaker Roger Dawson, communicate 

the importance of seeing and appreciating the unique qualities 
that make everyone someone valuable. Step into the classroom 
of 6-year veteran Math teacher and teacher mentor Mr. Mark 
Anderson, and you will see that he not only shares Dawson’s 
philosophy, he embodies it. Mr. Anderson values, respects, 
celebrates,—and most importantly—believes in his students. 
His authenticity and honesty go a long way in building trust and 
rapport with his students, and these are just two of the many 
qualities that make him a GREAT educator.

Inside and outside of his classroom, whether he is teaching, 
supporting a new teacher through the mentoring program, or 
co-advising for Student Council, Mr. Anderson maintains an honest 
approach, demonstrates empathy, finds a place for humor, and, 
at all times, keeps things fun and lively. Getting students excited 
about quadratic equations and linear relationships may seem like 
a daunting task, but Mr. Anderson’s energy and enthusiasm are 
contagious. He can be seen darting around the room, his face, lit 
up; his posture, vibrant, as he delivers a lesson or offers individual 
support. He always maintains a positive outlook, and it is easy to 
see that his students LOVE math! One student in his Foundations 
of Algebra class shared, “I actually really look forward to coming 
to this class. We have fun, and we learn a lot. Mr. Anderson is really 

good at what he does. He’s helpful and will 
take time to teach something when I don’t get 
it the first time.” Another said emphatically, 
“He’s really outgoing and really happy and 
helps us if we need it. We’re all cooperative 
in here.” Mr. Anderson fosters a comfortable, 
safe learning environment, one in which his 
students are receptive to his corrections and 
open to collaborating with each other. Mr. 
Anderson’s students have learned, through 
his guidance, feedback, and steady upbeat 
demeanor, that making errors is simply a part of the learning 
process. His students have come to trust that he will be there 
to cheer them on and support them along their journey toward 
mastery. 

Inevitably, many of his students do find mastery, make great gains, 
and have those coveted “Eureka moments,” when the lightbulb 
comes on, and the concepts suddenly resonate. Mr. Anderson 
professes that those are the moments he teaches for. That is the 
fuel that ignites the fire.

To me, it is one simple statement spoken by Mr. Anderson himself 
that encapsulates building trust in the classroom: “Get to know 
them well, and let them know you care about them.” Mr. Anderson’s 
words echo Mr. Dawson’s perfectly: Everyone deserves to feel 
valued. In Mr. Anderson’s classroom, they certainly are. 

SPOTLIGHT TEACHER: MR. MARK ANDERSON

Seven students, Carlee Bellapigna, Julia Davidson, Matt 
Miles, Bryce Magee, James Martin, Joshua Deliberis, and 
Adithya Muralidharan, attended a Special Olympics Summit 

on December 2nd at Riverwinds in West Deptford. While there, 
students learned how to 
make Kingsway a more 
inclusive environment 
by raising disability 
awareness. Some 
activities included 
holding the annual 
Unify Kingsway Week, 
extending an intramural program for students with disabilities 
and unifi ed partners during S.M.A.R.T., holding a disability 
awareness workshop for teachers, and creating a video message 
for students. At the summit, students also had the opportunity to 
brainstorm with other schools and plan to meet with them to do 
activities such as bowling throughout the year.

PUPIL SERVICES
KINGSWAY REPRESENTS AT PROJECT UNIFY SUMMIT

”
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HIGH SCHOOL
KRHS ANNOUNCES 2015-16 TEACHER OF THE YEAR: MRS. ROBIN JARAMILLO

KRHS is extremely proud to announce that Mrs. Robin Jaramillo 
has been selected as our 2015-16 Teacher of the Year. During 
her 20+-year career at Kingsway, Mrs. Jaramillo has fulfi lled 

multiple roles in our district and has had a tremendous impact on 
our students, student athletes, and our staff —past and present.

Robin, is of course, a Class of 1986 graduate of KRHS. Robin Brown 
was a stellar student athlete who excelled in three sports: fi eld 
hockey, basketball, and track. She earned all-conference and all-
state honors multiple times and set various school records. She was 
a Dragon Award winner at the conclusion of her senior year, and 
later earned recognition on our wall of fame.

She returned to Kingsway after a successful college experience 
and assumed the role of athletic trainer. For anyone who coached 
during her time in this role, he/she will agree that she was superb in 
this role.  

Her time as an athletic trainer 
has served her well as she has 
transitioned into a classroom role, 
where her real-world experience 
enables her to create excellent 
educational experiences for her 
students. As the creator of our Sports 
Medicine Program, Mrs. Jaramillo 
should take great pride in the fact 
that she has developed arguably our 
most popular elective. She employs 
innovative instructional strategies that engage students in learning 
experiences that prepare them for various careers in the healthcare 
profession. Mrs. Jaramillo has created shadowing opportunities at 
Inspira Medical Center for her students, enabling them to follow 
medical professionals as they engage in job-related responsibilities.

Mrs. Jaramillo has also created the Athletic Training Student Aide 
club to provide an extra-curricular opportunity for students to work 
with our very talented athletic trainers.

A colleague said of her: “She is a mentor and an inspiration to us 
all. There is never a time where Robin doesn’t drop everything to 
help a colleague or student in need. In the classroom, Robin is 
an extremely dynamic teacher. She is enthusiastic and inspiring. 

She takes time out 
of her day to speak 
with students about 
injuries or to motivate 
them to become 
better students. Her 
students absolutely 
love her…”

A student said: “She 
really believes in her 
students and always is 
there to help. Mrs. J is 
my favorite teacher I’ve ever had and all the things she has done for 
Kingsway should be recognized!”

Her former instructional supervisor, Katelyn Skinner, stated: “This 
individual is the kind of person who will do whatever it takes to 
help her students succeed. She constantly partakes in various 
trainings and certifi cations outside of the school day in order to 
be up to date on the most current literature being produced in her 
area. She constantly dives into district initiatives by implementing 
various strategies in her classroom. She has set up numerous 
shadowing opportunities with outside professional institutions 
based upon surveys provided to students. She wholeheartedly 
commits herself to opening up opportunities for her kids in her 
area and igniting a passion that will follow them after high school. 
She is dedicated, positive, hard-working, creative, passionate, kind, 
and driven by her students. There are countless alumni students 
who return to talk about how much her class meant to them and 
how much it prepared them for college. She truly is an inspiring 
educator.”

Congratulations, Mrs. Robin Jaramillo! The Kingsway family truly 
does appreciate all that you have done and all you continue to do 
for our students. You are a tremendous asset to our district and you 
have made Kingsway very proud.  

Thank you to all the members of the Kingsway community who 
participated in this process and shared many positive comments 
about Mrs. Jaramillo and numerous other members of our 
outstanding faculty.

Kingsway’s Interact Club is sponsoring its third annual Battle 
of the Bands on January 15, 2016. Originating in 2013, this 
hallmark event provides the opportunity for high school age 

students to perform cover music and original songs in the Eitel 
Theater. The performances culminate in an overall winner decided 
by a panel of judges and a People’s Choice award voted for by 
fans. Not only does this event allow Kingsway students, faculty, 
and community members the chance to witness the vast amount 
of talent band members possess, but 75% of the proceeds are 

donated to the Ronald McDonald 
House of Southern New Jersey. 
Throughout the night, all audience 
members will learn about the Ronald 
McDonald House and its purpose 
in aiding those in need in Southern 
New Jersey. In its fi rst two years, Battle of the Bands has been able 
to donate over $6,000; each year allows the opportunity for even 
more music, fundraising, and awareness.

INTERACT’S BATTLE OF THE BANDS SET FOR JAN 15TH
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PHILADELPHIA TRADITION HITS 
CLOSE TO HOME We are proud to announce our Seniors of the Month for 

December 2015, Arquel Miller and Lindsay Miller. Arquel 
is as member 

of our student council, 
spring track team, and 
national champion 
marching band. Lindsay 
is our student council 
president, and a member 
of our fi eld hockey team 
and student ambassador 
program. Both are 
outstanding students, and 
members of both NHS 
and our STEM Academy. 
Congratulations to Arquel 
and Lindsay, two standout 
Dragons!

SENIORS OF THE MONTH 

From left to right: Mr. Zurzolo, 
Arquel Miller, Lindsay Miller, and Mr. 
Stephenson

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

We are pleased to announce our Spotlight Students 
for December 2015. The Spotlight Student Program 
recognizes one student per grade level each month for 

being outstanding students and citizens and for demonstrating 
the six pillars 
of character: 
trustworthiness, 
respect, 
responsibility, 
fairness, caring, 
and citizenship.  
The December 
Spotlight Students 
as selected by 
our Health and 
Physical Education 
Department are: 
Shea Walton (Grade 9), Kelly Sweeney (Grade 10), Biagio Pietrangeli 
(Grade 11), and Scott Berlin (Grade 12). Congratulations to these 
outstanding Kingsway Dragons!

From left to right: Mr. Stephenson, Shea 
Walton, Kelly Sweeney, Biagio Pietrangeli, 
Scott Berlin, and Mr. Dodulik

CONGRATS!
Congratulations to Becky Cochran on 
the birth of Luke Robert Cochran. Luke 
was born on November 29th at 10:30 
p.m. He was 8lbs 9oz and 21inches 
long. Congratulations to the entire 
Cochran family!

Watching the String Bands on New Year’s Day has 
become a tradition for many families. This year, 
Kingsway staff  and students marched in various string 

bands on January 1st. The Erikson family and Middle School 
Jazz Band students Lenny Giacabetti, Dylan Fletcher and Kevin 
Gorman all participated.  

The Erikson family (Tim, Connie, Ryan and Charlotte - Broomall), 
participate to a large degree and have done so for many 
years. This year was their son Ryan’s debut as a traffi  c cone 
in Broomall’s show, “Under ConStruTtion” which was a spoof 
on a construction crew’s day in music and dance. Charlotte is 
waiting in the wings for 
her chance to march. 
Connie and Tim both are 
saxophonists in the band 
and have held leadership 
positions such as music 
librarian and music 
director. 

Dylan Fletcher (Quaker 
City), Lenny Giacabetti 
(Fralinger) and Kevin 
Gorman (Fralinger) 
are all saxophonists in 
the middle school jazz 
ensemble and work 
diff erent sections of 
the String Bands. Dylan 
works props, Lenny 
plays sax and Kevin is a 
parade marshal. Fletcher, 
Giacabetti and Gorman 
have fathers involved in the organization, Mr. Erikson’s music 
teacher encouraged him to join, and Mrs. Erikson was brought 
to the organization by a friend.  

The string bands perform all year. Erikson states that they, 
“march in parades all year long to earn money for the band 
and points for members (for bands that use points). Parades 
throughout the year include St. Patrick’s Day, 4th of July, 
Halloween/Fall festivals, and Christmas, town celebrations (like 
Swedesboro Day, etc). Generally, they march in about 20-30 
parades a year, sometimes up to 4 or 5 in a day. We also have 
the Mummer’s Mardi Gras in Manayunk, PA which replaced the 
Show of Shows. Additionally, we are sometimes hired to play at 
weddings and private parties.”

When the mood hits you for a good time, or you have a chance 
check out one of their shows, please do. 

You will not be disappointed!
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On December 3rd through December 5th, the KRHS Theater 
Department transported its audience to the world of New 
York City in1954, the Golden Age of Live Television when 

Comedy was King and millions of Americans laughed together 
every Saturday night. Well, if one judged from the laughter that 
emanated from Kingsway’s Eitel Theater during the run of My 
Favorite Year, one can sum up the production with a paraphrased 
line from its script: “This play was funny. I mean, really funny.” 

Adapted by Andrew Young from a 1982 screenplay by Norman 
Steinberg & Dennis Palumbo, the size of the production and its 
Company was impressive. The playbill listed a cast and crew of 61 
theater students as well as production team who worked since the 
summer months to bring My Favorite Year to life.  

There was a moveable set for 25 scenes and 16 locations, which 
meant the crew had to work together with split-second precision. 
There were over 50 light and sound cues, three song arrangements, 
choreography of two dances and fi lmed sword fi ght sequences 
edited in the fashion of the swashbuckling movies of the 1930s and 
1940s.  

In addition, there were two onstage brawls (another task where 
split-second precision was imperative), that were choreographed 
by professional stage combat directors, Ian Rose and Jacqueline 
Holloway (who also choreographed the fi lmed sword fi ght 
sequences).  

Finally, the actors were tasked to live up to the subtitle of My 
Favorite Year ,which declared the play a comedy about friendship, 
romance, life and love. A broad yet truthful style of acting and 
impeccable comic timing was needed to make this comedy work. 
And work it did, but not without some major challenges along with 
way.

“This play was a marathon roller coaster ride from start to fi nish,” 
said Andrew Young, who also directed My Favorite Year. “But when 
you have a dedicated and committed company of theater artists, 
you love every minute of it. Even the parts when you feel you’re 
plummeting to the earth in an open air cart at a million miles a 
minute; all you can do is hang on for dear life and keep moving 
forward,” Mr. Young added with a smile.

Senior Anna Kjellson, who played Alice, one of the writers of the 
play’s Comedy Cavalcade, said, “When we fi rst put the idea of a 
comedy in Mr. Young’s head, I thought we’d end up doing a funny 
show, but I never expected it to be so much fun. Play becomes 
a family, and I am so proud that our family was able to put our 
hearts and souls into such an amazing production. My senior year 
is defi nitely one that I 
will cherish for years to 
come!”

Junior Alyssa Miller, 
who played KC 
Downing, the romantic 
lead in My Favorite Year 
declared that, “The 
play is more than just 
acting on a stage. You 
create friendships and 
bonds with everyone. 
This is family, we share 
warmth, we share love. 
Sometimes we fi ght but how bad could it be?” Ms. Miller grinned 
as she confi ded that the phrase “How bad could it be?” was an 
oft-repeated line in My Favorite Year that the Company adopted 
because the line, delivered memorably by freshman Rob Wiscount, 
made everyone laugh.  

Imani Carthan, who played Queen Bea, the demanding and 
crazed yet lovable star of the play’s Comedy Cavalcade said, “My 
Favorite Year was in fact, my favorite year. Being in this play I got to 
experience some new things. It was my fi rst time working with a 
comedy and while it was a tough job, I couldn’t be more proud of 
the outcome. I get to work with my friends, to whom I now consider 
my family, and perform a craft that anyone could enjoy. Through 
the late night practices and the endless redo of scene after scene, I 
wouldn’t have it any other way for a Kingsway Regional High School 
production.”

If you have any questions about future play productions of the 
KRHS Theater department, please email Andrew Young at 
younga@kingsway.k12.nj.us.  

MY FAVORITE YEAR MAKES 2015 A FAVORITE FOR CAST & CREW

Six Kingsway students auditioned and were selected to participate 
in this year’s South Jersey Chorus Festival. This honors chorus is 
made up of students from the Southern part of New Jersey and 

will perform a series of concerts at Eastern High School at the end of 
January. Pictured are Gabrielle Allen, Andrew Sullivan, Skylar Galati, 
Rachel Davis, Marie Altmann and Hailey Ferry.

SIX KINGSWAY STUDENTS SELECTED FOR SJ CHORUS

Kyla Deedan and Imani Carthan in My 
Favorite Year.
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KEY CLUB AT KINGSWAY

The KRHS Student Council visits the Head Start program in Swedesboro every year 
during the Christmas season. Our students are each paired with a buddy between 
3 to 5 years old. Kingsway and its student council are dedicated to caring for the 

community’s most vulnerable youth and inspiring positive development in their lives. 
Acting as positive role models, the student council members who attend understand 
the importance of community-based support. Prior to their visit, the student council 
members purchase a diff erent gift for each child enrolled at Head Start. They come 
together to wrap and deliver the gifts in an eff ort to demonstrate the age-old adage, 
“It’s better to give than receive.” 

Spreading holiday cheer has proved benefi cial as it fosters the qualities of charity, 
kindness, and generosity. The student council members continue their relationship with 
the children in the spring when they make their second visit to check in with them.

KRHS STUDENT COUNCIL VISITS HEAD START

The New Year brings a new club to KRHS, Key Club. 
Sponsored by our newly formed Swedesboro-
Woolwich Kiwanis Club, Key Club will be focused 

primarily on community service on both local and 
global levels. Volunteering at soup kitchens or food 
banks, sponsoring activities at nursing homes, and 
fundraising for projects that work to help children are 
only a few of the activities that Key Club does. Leading 
this new club will be veteran guidance counselor, Mrs. 
Vivian Cassidy, who is excited to be working with our 
students in a new capacity.  

On December 17th, the Kingsway High School Student Council was 
recognized by the VFW in Swedesboro for their loyal support, recognition, 
and respect of post 10886. Commander Charles Wells presented the 

Certifi cate of Appreciation to Sam Ricci and Hayley Kellar, who attended the Gala 
as representatives of the Student Council. The honor was given in light of the 
Student Council’s annual Military Dinner, a night when Kingsway students invite 
retired and active military personnel to the high school. The dinner is a small way 
to demonstrate appreciation of the sacrifi ces our veterans have made and are still 
making.  

KRHS STUDENT COUNCIL RECOGNIZED BY 
SWEDESBORO VFW

ROBOTICS CLUB AT KINGSWAY

Several Kingsway students competed on Saturday, January 
9th at Salem County College in the fi rst LEGO League 
Robotics Competition. The team shown is called The 

Robotecs, a South Jersey Robotics Club team, and consists of 
seventh grade students enrolled in our STEM program.  

Ms. Altersitz came out to support her students in this 
competition and the kids were so excited to see her. 

The Robotecs won a Robot Design Award, a Volunteer Service 
Award and were in the top teams to advance to Regionals in 
Delaware next month. The boys pictured with Ms. Altersitz 
are Aidan Hannigan, Anush Bhavsar, Jacob Blair, Pratik Jacob, 
Matthew Hasenauer and Daniel Carbone. 

If the Robotecs win Regionals, they will be off  to Nationals in St. 
Louis! Good luck! 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

On December 21st, KRMS held its eighth 
annual Career Day. Nearly 50 professionals 
from a variety of fi elds spent time with the 

7th and 8th grade classes. This important event 
exposed students to a variety of careers and links 
critical information learned in the classroom to 
the world of work. Throughout the day, students 
gained a better perspective regarding the various 
facets of each career as well as developed a better 
sense of the community they live in. 

We hope it was a topic discussed at home like 
it was for Ms. Miller, a parent of three eighth 
grade children, who stated, “It was the topic of 
conversation at the dinner table. This activity 
certainly has them thinking about the future”.  

We would like to thank all the volunteers for 
helping make this a valuable day for the students. 

KRMS HOSTS EIGHTH ANNUAL CAREER DAY

It is an honor to recognize this year’s KRMS’s Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Emily Virga. 
To embrace every student’s starting point and move them forward throughout 
the school year is easier said than done. Mrs. Virga, carefully assesses her students’ 

needs and delivers fl awless lessons to meet those needs each day---with the end 
result being student growth. Mrs. Virga’s classroom culture is one that is predicated 
on student progress. She makes it a priority to celebrate her students’ successes in 
the detailed monthly newsletter she sends to all of her parents. 

Additionally, students are encouraged to chart their progress on their interactive 
“charting progress” bulletin board in the classroom. One can’t help but notice her 
students leaving the classroom at the duration of the period more confi dent with 
the concept because she has taken the class’s pulse and delivered a lesson that hit 
their exact needs. On a daily basis, she highlights students’ successes as often as she 
remediates skills that need to be fi ne-tuned and strengthened. Her students are fully 
engaged and hooked on the day’s lesson due to attention she puts on the planning 
process. Each lesson is designed to assist each student in their area of need. We are 
truly lucky to have Mrs. Virga on the middle school staff . 

Congratulations, Mrs. Virga!! 

Please visit http://krsd.org/

careerday2015 for more 

pictures of the day’s events 

and to view a list of the 

presenters.

TIME TO CELEBRATE!

KRMS TEACHER OF THE YEAR: MRS. EMILY VIRGA

On November 23rd, 295 students were 
recognized at our fi rst Renaissance 
Celebration. All Gold, Silver, and Bronze 

card holders packed the gym to play Minute to 
Win It games, sing karaoke, eat snacks and enjoy 
two free periods with their friends. An iPad Mini 
was raffl  ed off  at the end of the celebration, and 
Heather Sutton walked away with the grand 
prize! We are very proud of our card holders 
who will now reap the benefi ts of the program 
with homework passes, quiz exemptions, and 
discounts at local eateries. A special thanks 
to the 15 parents who assisted with our 
celebration, and to our Premier Renaissance 
sponsors in the community for making this 
program possible: Botto’s, A’Pizze, In the Village 
Salon, and Ray’s Pizza! We appreciate all of the 
support from our community.  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
Kingsway Regional Middle School is proud 

to recognize our DECEMBER Spotlight 

Students.  

The following students have stood out 

amongst their peers due to their exemplary 

character.

D team  – Abby Lutz, 7th

R team –  Rylie Martin, 8th

A team –  Nikolaos Kalfas, 8th

G team –  Angelina McArdle, 7th

O team –  Luke Wilkins, 7th

       Amelia Meyo, 7th

N team –  Maham Ajaz, 8th

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

DISCOVERING S.T.E.M.

Discovering S.T.E.M. is an elective that is in its second year at 
KRMS. This elective class blends science and math and uses a 
hands-on approach to learning. The students are exposed to 

numerous S.T.E.M. career opportunities throughout the year while 
constructing, developing, testing and creating a variety of projects. 
In December students created an egg drop structure that was 
designed to protect an egg from a six foot drop. Students were given 
a budget and materials to utilize, and they had to work in teams to 
construct their egg drop structure. This hands-on opportunity was 
a hit in the classroom, and the experience the students got was 
invaluable!

STUDENT PRESENTS AT ADCAP

In November, Ani Muralidharan presented his idea of 
implementing a breakfast program at KMS to a panel of judges 
at the annual AdCap Innovation event held in Pennsylvania. 

AdCap is a social entrepreneurship program that inspires, 
empowers and supports creative, curious and bold students 
to design projects that will make a diff erence in school and 
community health and wellness by teaching entrepreneurial skills 
and off ering support through funding, mentors and experiences. 
Ani was chosen by the panel as a winner and has been given a 
scholarship to be used 
for implementation 
of his project and 
as well as earning 
an all-inclusive 
trip to Michigan 
for the Domino's 
Transformation 
Experience where 
he will receive 
valuable training 
for implementation 
of his plan. These 
opportunities were 
made realistic from 
Ani's hard work that all 
began with being an 
active member of Fuel 
Up To Play 60.
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KINGSWAY EDUCATION FOUNDATION

ATHLETICS
KINGSWAY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS COACHING STAFF
Ms. June Cioffi   – Director of Athletics 

Mr. Robert Baerman, Jr.  – Certifi ed Athletic Trainer

Ms. Christina Ludlam  – Certifi ed Athletic Trainer 

FOOTBALL

Tony Barchuk, Head
Mel Carter, JV
Al Orio, Assistant
Nickolas Cappolina, Assistant
Jim Scerbo, Assistant
Kristian Ward, Freshman
Pat McCloskey, Freshman

FIELD HOCKEY

Sara Lewis, Head
Shannon Prescott, JV
Rebekah Keller, Freshman 
Dana Ramsden, Middle

BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

Christian Lynch, Head
Caitlin Hess, Assistant
Steve Ottinger, Middle

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

Christine Dacchille, Head
Caitlin Hess, Assistant
Sarah Ianacone, Middle

BOYS SOCCER

John Green, Head
Brian McCann, JV
Dave Stanton, Freshman
Drew Laverty, Middle

GIRLS SOCCER

John Kodluk, Head
Jayme Gatti, JV
Michael Coller, Freshman
Ed Heil, Middle

GIRLS TENNIS

Michelle Carrocino, Head
Curtis Custis, JV

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

Kristina Yoroshko, Head
Amanda Bushong, JV
Jen Beckett, Freshman

CHEERLEADING

Dawn Marchetti, Head
Laura Mervine, JV

Toast of the Town
4th annual

Friday, February 5, 2016
Botto’s Italian Line Restaurant

7:00 - 10:00 pm
$55 per person

Taste wine, craft beer & whiskey paired 
with light fare from Chef Enrico Botto.

Music by Matt DiVenti
Must be 21 years of age or older to attend

Purchase tickets online: www.krsd.org/kef/events
Contact: 856-467-3300 ext. 4205

Email: contact@kingswayeducationfoundation.com
Free shuttle service: mike@ais-limo.com or 856-467-2760

All proceeds benefi t students and programs in the Kingsway Regional School District.

SUPPORT THE KEF THROUGH 
AMAZON SMILE

Now you can support the KEF whenever you shop online! Every 
time you shop for eligible items, Amazon will donate .5% of the 
purchase price to the foundation.  

Use the link below to support Kingsway students and programs via the 
KEF. https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-1686024

Congratulations to Zoe Hahn who scored her 
1,000th point on December 30th vs Shawnee!!
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JANUARY 13TH ...........................................................VISION 2019 MEETING

JANUARY 15TH ......................................................... BATTLE OF THE BANDS

FEBRUARY 5TH .............................................................TOAST OF THE TOWN

FEBRUARY 5TH ...................................AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

 

HS MID-PERIOD MARKING
Start End Days

S I 9/2/15 1/29/16 90

Mid-Mark 1 11/13/15 45

S II 2/1/16 6/20/16 91

Mid-Mark 2 4/15/16 46

TOTAL DAYS 181

REPORT CARDS
REPORT CARD 1 2/8/16

REPORT CARD 2 6/27 

MS MID-PERIOD MARKING
Start End Days

Q1 9/2/15 11/13/15 45

Mid-Mark 1 10/06/2015 23

Q2 11/16/15 1/29/16 45

Mid-Mark 2 12/18/2015 23

End Semester I 1/29/2016 90

Q3 2/01/16 4/13/16 45

Mid-Mark 3 3/04/2016 23

Q4 4/14/16 6/20/16 91

Mid-Mark 4 5/16/2016 23

End Semester II 6/20/2016 91

TOTAL DAYS 181

REPORT CARDS
REPORT CARD 1 11/23/15

REPORT CARD 2 2/8/16

REPORT CARD 3 4/22/16

REPORT CARD 4 6/27/16

Photo by Erin Smith, Grade 11

The African American Experience

Kingsway Middle School

February 5, 2016

8 am 

West Gym

Join us for a celebration of the achievements of prominent 
African Americans. Students will showcase and reveal the 

signifi cance of their event in history or their chosen African 
American by writing poems, writing essays, drawing, 

creating skits, etc.



JIM MUELLER, PRESIDENT .........................................................EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP
LAUREN BOERLIN, VICE PRESIDENT ......................................EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP
BARRY JENKINS ..............................................................................EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP
DEBORAH CUNNINGHAM ........................................................SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP
MICHELE BLAIR ........................................................................................... WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
RUSSELL H. MARINO ................................................................................ WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
MIA RANDAZZO ......................................................................................... WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
LISA MORDECAI-DANIEL ....................................................................... WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
PATRICK M. DALEY..........................................................................BOROUGH OF SWEDESBORO
FRANK DONNELLY .............................................................................................. LOGAN TOWNSHIP
DR. JAMES J. LAVENDER .................................................................................... SUPERINTENDENT
JASON SCHIMPF ................................................................................ BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR
PATRICIA CALANDRO ....................................................................... CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICER
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